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Executive summary  

 

The objective of this document is to summarize the communication and 

dissemination activities performed in the in the first year of the AutoMate 

project.  

The communication activities are to be considered crucial for this type of 

project. In fact, it is po ssible to outline a macro -objective that guides the 

actions of the communication and dissemination process, that is to increase 

the awareness about the purposes and the possible improvements deriving 

from the actions taken in the projectôs framework.  

With in the macro -objective, depending from the type of audience and 

expected effort, a set of goals  has been defined. The activities performed to 

communicate the projectôs results are designed to achieve these goals. 

 

Finally, it is important to highlight that  the communication activities are 

expected to grow during the project, in parallel with the advancement of the 

actions and the finalizing of the activities in other WPs.  

The result s presented in this document shown that significant improvement 

have been d one reaching a successful level of dissemination and 

communication of the major channels activated, in accordance with technical 

annex.  

This is an intermediate deliverable, as the results of the here described 

activities will be  further  updated in D7.5 and  D7.7 , expected respectively on 

month 24 and 36. Of course, as in the incoming years of the project the 

major results will become concrete, the tasks here presented will take an 

ever -greater role from now to the end of the project. A  further assessment of 

the communication  and dissemination results will be addressed in those 

future documents.  
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Introduction  

 

The p resent deliverable aims to summarize AutoMate communication and 

dissemination activities realized until month 12 (August 2017) .  

From the 1 st  of September 2016 AutoMate  has planned and executed several 

communication and dissemination actions  in order to share, spread and 

discuss both with expert and non -expert public the project challenge s, 

objectives and results  reached .  

This paper is divided  into nine sections that define the parameters and the 

efforts of our work.  

 

The first chapter  described the plann ed activities, showing with a table the 

objectives, the target to reach and the channels used in order to improve the 

communication and disse mination strategy.  

 

The second chapter  aims to show the improvement of the AutoMate website, 

with detailed description of new design and development, and explicative 

images for each  part of the website .  

 

The third chapter is dedicated to social networks a nd social media strategy 

for AutoMate, in particular on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn; there will be 

screenshots and reports related to every social profile.  

 

The fourth chapter will describe scientific dissemination by illustrating 

purposes of the Worksh op in Oldenburg , at which AutoMate will participate (§ 

3.1), and then p apers and University courses realized  on the basis of the 

project (§ 3.2).  
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The fifth  chapter is indicated to the events in which AutoMate have  been  

involved:  

¶ 1st  European Congress on Connected and Automated driving  (§ 4.1);  

¶ IEEE: Intelligent Vehicles Symposium (IVô17) (§ 4.2);   

¶ 12 th  ITS European Congress (§ 4.3).  

 

The sixth section regards Auto Mateôs participation in the H2020 ITS and 

connected vehicle Project Co operation , where AutoMate is leading the Human 

Machine Interaction working group and actively participates to the 

teleconferences.  

 

Moreover, the seventh chapter described the production of videos during 

Consortium meetings  and other types of videos that explain and describe the 

three AutoMate scenarios .  

 

In the eighth section the communicati on and dissemination activities, divided 

in channels, will be compared with the metrics defined in Deliverable 7.3 . 

 

Finally,  the last chapter delineates the  conclusions in the light of explained 

data and defines the next steps of the project.  
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1  Planned activities in the dissemination & communication 
plan  

 

In order to reach a large public, a set of communication and dissemination 

activities has been planned. The actions have been customized in relation to 

the expected audience and the objectives to be reached. All the activities 

described in this document have been realized according to the 

Communication Plan explained in D eliverable 7.3 . 

The communic ation strategy, introduced in advance in the Communication 

Plan, has been outlined in detail during the first months of the project.  

 

 

Objective  Target  Channel s Medium  

1.  Create good 
expectations  

Early 

adopters, 
future users, 

press and 
media  

Social media 
and website  

Website  

Facebook  

Twitter  

LinkedIn  

2.  Create awareness 
of AutoMate 

technological solutions  

OEMs, Tier1 
and Tier2, ICT 

SMEs 

Fairs, 
conferences, 

workshops with 
OEMs 

Conferences 

(e.g. ITS, 
IEEE IV)  

Workshop 
with external 

partners (e.g. 

in AutoUI 
conference, 

planned for 
month 13)  

3.  Promote 
TeamMate 

within the 
scientific 

community  

R&D 
community, 

students at 

universities, 
policy and 

decision 

Courses, 
scientific 

dissemination, 

participation to 
international 

panels on 

Conferences  

Scientific 

journals  
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Objective  Target  Channel s Medium  

makers  autonomous 

vehicles  Lessons at 

universities  

Cooperation 

with other EU 
funded 

projects  

4.  Create an innovation 
ecosystem on 

autonomous vehicles  

OEMs, Tier1 
and Tier2, 

R&D 
community, 

policy and 
decision 

makers  

Fairs, 

conferences, 
workshops with 

OEMs 

Workshop 
with external 

partners  

Conferences  

Table 1  Selection of the communication channel according to the communication 

objective  

 

The activities, summarized in Table 1, will be described in detail in the next 

paragraphs. Moreover, the current results, both in terms of content quality 

and number of people will be specified.  
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2   Website   

 

The project website has been put on line in November 2016 in line with the 

expected deadline. Moreover, it has been improved with the aim to better 

communicate the project scope and goals.  

An improved design has increase the graphic quality of the HP to better 

reflect the meaning and effectives AutoMate concept, with two different 

slides that represent the idea of revolution in automation and the TeamMate  

approach, which is at the foundation  of the project, meaning the strict 

collaboration between the system and the driver, where the automation is 

understood and designed as the driverôs companion or TeamMate.  

 

 

Figure 1 :Website home page -  Slide 1  
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Figure 2 : Website home page -  Slide 2  

 

Another slide compares in the homepage, which represent the AutoMate 

newsletter, NewsMate, with the direct link for the subscription.  

 

Figure 3 : Website home page -  Newslett er  
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The description of the project, which is contained in the project scope, has 

been revised in a more user like way, with description that better explain the 

project to the public.  

 

 

Figure 4  Website -  Project scope  

 

Furthermore, the part related to the activities, which contains the description 

of demonstrators and enablers, is now more coherent and follow the logical 

consecution of demonstrator and enablers.  
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Figure 5 : Website ï Demonstrator s 

 

 

 

Figure 6 : Website ï Enablers  
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The section dedicated to partners has be renewed inserting, in addition  to 

the web site pages of each member of the Consortium, a description of the 

partnersô role in the AutoMate project, accessible by direct link.  

 

Figure 7 : Website -  Partners  

 

In the following an example  of partnersô description reported in the website. 

 

Figure 8 : Website -  Partners description example  
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Moreover, the sec tion regarding the deliverables has been activated , as can 

be seen from the screenshot reported below . 

 

 

Figure 9 : Website -  Deliverables  

 

2.1  Website results achieved  

The per formance and the trends of AutoMate website have been monitored 

with Google analytics , to assess communication  capabilities effectiveness of 

the overall site.   

In the following are reported the data reached on July 2017, which showed 

that a great number of  sessions (210) has been collected, with 681 pages 

visualized and 110 different users.  
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Figure 10 : Google analytics ï July  2017  

 
 

Furthermore, in comparison with the past, where there was less content 

because of the initial phase of the project, the current improvements in 

visiting and attention is becoming relevant, in coincidence with the results 

the project is reaching.  

According to the here described trend, we est imate that visits and attention 

will even more grow up in the future, reaching the target planned.  

Of course, this trend has been facilitated because of a more effective 

usability and understandability of the site reached in the latest 

improvements. Moreo ver, a key role is played by: (i) the visualizations of the 

content that will be increased in the incoming months; (ii) the intensification, 

done in the last months and in course, of the social media campaigns, which 

has reached relevant results (see parag raph); (iii) and the  growing 

participation of the project in c onferences and congresses.   
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3  Social netwo r ks  

AutoMate  project has given particular attention to the activity on social 

networks, as they permit to come in touch with a huge number of people, in 

order to communicate the status of the project, the news and the objectives 

for the future.  

 

The social networks m ake us capable to share important information in the 

sector of automated and autonomous vehicles and, at the same time, to 

make these contents clearer and easier.  

 

For these reasons, a valid social media strategy is fundamental to reach our 

communication scope: to spread the innovative concept of TeamMate car 

among a non -expert public and let the people entrust in automation. The 

ñsocial approachò could enlighten even the more difficult aspects of this 

technology through a greater familiarity with automati on issues. By this way, 

the relation between AutoMate project and the big contemporary change 

regarding automated drive will be evident.  

 

Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn have been widely used channels for the 

communication activities, considering their big sharing potentiality and their 

strong impact on hypothetical usersô ideas or tendencies. On Twitter and 

Facebook, from May 2017, 26 posts on Facebook and 126 twitter and 

retweets on Twitter have been shared.  AutoMate social pages are focused on 

the activit ies of the project, showing in particular the events where AutoMate 

has been or will be presented, with the aim to inform the public about the 

conferences and invite them to participate.  

 

Furthermore, the social channels are utilised in the project in ord er to share 

some news from international press and releases from research centres 
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about autonomous and automated vehicles. This activity, realized on 

Facebook and Twitter platforms, intends to increase peopleôs acceptance on 

autonomous and automated vehicl es, because drivers and the overall society 

should understand the high value of this automation revolution. It will 

involve different sectors, such as safety, environment, accessibility etc.: 

automation could deeply enhance human quality of life in many wa ys.  

 

 

Figure 11 : AutoMate on Twitter  
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Figure 12 : AutoMate on Facebook  

 

In the following, it is provided a table where is explained the results achieved 

on Twitter and Facebook with the sharing of posts, articles and news. A 

sensible increasing of followers on Twitter has been  obtained in the last 

period . The number reached in the specific area repre sent a successful and 

promising point  for the AutoMate social media strategy.  
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Table 2 : Facebook and Twitter results  

Channel  Follower s 
Post s 

realized  

Likes 

on 

post s 

Page link  

Facebook  149  26  64  
https://www.facebook.com/a

utomateEUproject/  

Twitter  115  
126 (with 

retweets)  
30  

https://twitter.com/Automate

Eu 

 

The LinkedIn  group has at the moment 19 participants. In this group will be 

shared conversations , where group participantsô may intervene and will be 

directly involved in the debate activated . The purpose among the Group is to 

share various topics related to automation. So, every participant may 

intervene and is directly involved in the activated deba te.  
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4  Scientific dissemination  

 

Scienti fic dissemination is addressed to inform the scientific community 

about the results of the project, establishing a dialogue on the most relevant 

topics of AutoMate, with the aim to include researchers, scientific authorities 

etc. on the TeamMate approach debate.  

Furthermore, AutoMate has  been and will be the subject of academ ic 

courses, in which the project goals, approach and ideas will be transmitted to 

students at universities.  

4.1  Workshop in Oldenburg on 24 th  September  2017  at the 

AutomotiveUI Conference  

On September 24 th  AutoMate will be present at the 9 th  International 

Conference on Automotive User Interfaces and Interactive Vehicular 

Applications (AutomotiveUIô17), which will take place in Oldenburg. AutoMate 

will be presented during the workshop entitled ñHuman Machine In teraction 

in Autonomous Vehicles: the perspective of the two current HORIZON 2020 

projects ADAS&ME and AutoMate ò, with the European project ADAS&ME 

(http://www.adasandme.com/ ) .  

 

The workshop will promote and discuss the approach used in the HMI design 

for autonomous vehicles realized from the European projects ADAS&ME and 

AutoMate. ADAS&ME is dedicated to the creation of new driver state adaptive 

ADAS that incorporate driver/rider  state, the situational and environmental 

context, as well as the adaptive interaction to automatically transfer control. 

AutoMate will enhance safety by using the strength of both the automation 

and driver in a dynamic situation dependent way . In the work shop,  the main 

challenges emerged in the projects will be discussed with the audience, to 

obtain feedbacks and enhancements, and to highlight themes and strategies 

not yet emerged.  

http://www.adasandme.com/
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Figure 13 : AutomoitveUI'17 workshop website  

 

Currently, the workshop has  already achieved the number of participants 

established in the workshop proposal, and there are 27 persons in the 

waiting list. For this reason, the workshopôs organizers proposed to enlarge 

the number of participants.  






















































